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UCB-UCSF Joint Medical Program

Program in Medical Education for the Urban Underserved (PRIME-US)
Beginning in the fall of 2006, the UCB-UCSF Joint Medical Program (JMP) is piloting a new program called the Program in Medical Education for the Urban Underserved (PRIME-US) in conjunction with UCSF. PRIME-US will create a special track for a total of 10 entering medical students (four students from the JMP and six from UCSF).  

The goals of PRIME-US are to:

· Attract medical students who have a strong interest in caring for the urban underserved in the United States.

· Provide a medical education experience for these students to equip and support them to become leaders in the care of underserved communities. 

· Enable these students to serve as a catalyst for sensitizing fellow medical students to the rewards and challenges of caring for the urban underserved.

· Increase the number of UCSF medical school graduates who choose to pursue careers devoted to improving the health care and health of the urban underserved through leadership roles as community-engaged clinicians, educators, researchers, and social policy advocates.

The PRIME-US pilot will offer interested JMP medical students the opportunity to work directly with urban underserved populations at the individual as well as community level.  As an introduction to the program, JMP students will join the UCSF group from August 21-25 for an immersion experience that includes visiting community-based organizations and learning about UCB and UCSF resources and support services. 

Coordinated with the JMP medical curriculum, the PRIME-US pilot curriculum will include:

· Biweekly seminars that include community-based experiences, as well as interactive teaching sessions that explore the health and health care of urban underserved populations.  Experts on homelessness, immigrant health, the prison system, health care disparities and more will come to speak and share their work.  

· A longitudinal clinical experience based at a site focused on providing care for underserved populations, affording students the opportunity for longitudinal mentorship and community-based experience.  

· Masters thesis (MS) work related to health care issues and social advocacy for the urban underserved.

· Strong academic and social support provided by dedicated staff and faculty to ensure personal, professional and academic success.

· Clinical clerkships (following matriculation to UCSF) with rotations in underserved communities, including San Francisco General Hospital and Fresno campus of UCSF.

For more information about the pilot PRIME-US at the JMP, contact:

Karen Sokal-Gutierrez, MD, MPH

PRIME-US JMP Site Director

 ksokalg@berkeley.edu
(510) 594-8544







_867740150.doc
�



�
















